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NALU MANTIRI KATAI
Edited by
VIDVAN T. KRISHNAMURTHY

Tamil language is rich with many an ancient classical work
on ethics known for their influence in ennobling the life of the
people. But they are written in a high flown style and are availed
mostly by the learneds. In later days simple poetical works were
produced so as to benefit even laymen. They were of simple
thymes and style with numerous morals, necessary for all walks
of life. Atticadi, Paficatantram etc., belong to this group of

literary works.

This simple and beautiful work ¢ Nalu Mantiri Katai’, is one of .,
such kind. Itis couched in literary form called ¢ Kummi.’ It
explains the havoc that would come out of thoughtless acts.

The story in this poem deals with the four ministers of the
king Alakégdra of Alakapuri. The king suspected one of the
ministers and enquired the other three about it. They said that
no one should be blamed without proper enquiry and each
explained his advice by a story. The king was convinced by the
advice of the three ministers, called for the first and examined
him thoroughly. The king found him innocent and presents were

- given to all the ministers.

It is understood, from the introductory stanza that one
“ Cinnattambi’, is the author of this work. This is based
on a palm leaf manuscript, preserved in the G.O.M.L. Madras?,
under R. No. 2038 of the Triennial Cataldgue of Tamil

Manuscripts.
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PALAIYANANTAR: NAN4-K-KUMMI

Edited by
VIDVAN T. PERIYANDAVAN

- Anmis (souls) take their births in this world according to their _
Karma. God himself has showed different paths for the salva-
tion of the souls. To enable such spuls to find the right path
suited to their salvation, men of spiritual wisdom have suggested
practical ways of Yoga and Nana.

Palaiy@nantar, is the author of this work. Palaiyanantar Nana-k-
kummi, is one such spiritual poem. The work is in simple style
though rich in its philosophical content.

From certain references it is gathered that the author belongs
‘to Maturapurl. This work is based on the palm leaf preserved in
‘this Library under D. No. 1803 of the Descriptive Catalogue.
_There is another palm leaf work under R. No. 7594. This is also
collated with D. No. 1803 and is edited with the necessary
- additions and corrections. )
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We regret to record the sad demise of the Edltor of this work and
former Curator of thislibrary Sri T. Chandrasekharan M.A:, L

on 19-8-1962 before the completion of the publication of thls work
in the current number of this Bulletin.
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SELECT OPINIONS

1. “The Bulletin of the Government Oriental “Manuscripts
Library maintains its usual variety of subject matter in different
languages edited by scholags and researchers connected with the
Library and Madras University....,...It is gratifying to note that
the Bulletin has come to stay as a valuable research publication. *

“ INDIAN EXPRESS,”
9th October 1949

2. “The Government of*Madras deserve the congratulations

of the scholarly public for starting this Bulletin....................o... ?
- - ® « THE HINDU ”

28th November 1948.

3. «It will be a very suitable medium for bringing to the
notice of the scholars the vast treasures of gems your Library
possesses. This is a most laudable undertaking and I wish it
every sucess.” ¢ - '

M. M. DRr. P. V. KANE, M.A.,LL.M.,D.LITT.,
Vice-Chancellor, Bombay University.

4. It is indeed a good idea to start this Bulletin with the
object ‘of making the contents of those manuscripts available
outside. ™’ o

S. K.DE, M.A.,p.LITE. (LORrd)
Professor and Head of the Department of Sanskrit,

University of Dacca (Retired)

5. “Iam very pleased with the new start. This is indeed,
the best way of rendering useful the large number of smaller

manuseripts. ,
Pror. Dr. F.O. SCHRADER.

- , Keil  Germany.
6. It is a commendable attempt and I wish you success in

your endeavour. ”’
; P. LAKSHMIKANTHAM,
Reader gnd Head of the Department of Telugu.
Andhra University,
Waltair.

7. “I congratulate you and other organizers for the
publication of this very useful Bulletin. Your Library is a unique
oneein the whole country. Your Bulletin can gradually publish
‘the contents of the whole collection. *? :

P. K. ACHARYA, LE.S.,M.A. (Calcutta),
PH.D. (Leyden), LiTT. (London),

Head of the Department of Sanskrit Zmd

Ex-Dean of the Faculty of Arts,
University of Allahabad

8. “It m®a great future.”

ULLUR S. PARAMESVARA AYYER,
Trivandrum.
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LIBRARY, MADRAS
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AN APPEAL

The Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
is unique in point of variety and vastness of collections
covering a very wide field yof Indian 'L'iteratufe’ in
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu Marathi, Arabic, Persian and Urdu.
The date of several of the Manuscripts go back to
many hundreds of years. From an academic point of view,
these collections contain some very interesting specimens of
Literary, Scientific, Historical and Artistic importance.
A large number of them have not yet been printed and some of
them are-available only in this Library. With a view to
placing these manuscripts in the hands ef the public in a
printed form, the Government of Madras were pleased to
sanction the starting of a BULLETIN under the auspices of
the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library. “In the first
instance, it was proposed to issue two numbers in a year an'(i,-
the first Volume was issued in 1948. The second number, of
Volume XV is now issued. It centains a critical edition of
original works in Sanskrit, Tafnfl,- and Persian. The annqal
subscription is only Rs. 4 ‘inland and 8 shillings foreign.
«Scholars, Patrons of Culture, Universities, Publice Libraries’
and Educational Institutions are requested to enrol. them-

selvese as subscribefs for this Bulletin and thus enc':oul“af-z.e
the cause of Oriental Studies and Culture.

P. THIRUGNANASAMBANDHAN,
Professor of Sanskrit, Presidency

, College, in charge of Curator,
MADRAS-3. Government Oriental Manuscripts Library.

TRIPLICANE,






